
Old Testament Salvation and The Rich Young Ruler 

By Glen J. Caneel 

Introduction 

I’ve been in several discussions regarding the issue of salvation in the Old Testament.  Some people 

become extremely passionate about the subject.  There isn’t a need to become overly passionate about 

the fact of Old Testament salvation.  However, the implications of one’s views of Old Testament 

salvation do demand a passionate response.  The view someone holds about the subject of how 

salvation is provided in any dispensation reflects directly on the character and nature of God.  At its 

core, this discussion is about whether there was ever or ever will be a point in time when God accepts 

the works of man for individual justification from the debt and penalty of sin.  God has never and never 

will accept man on the basis of work performed.  Man could never perform perfectly enough, obey 

enough commandments, or do enough good to gain God’s acceptance.  God always required man to 

approach Him in faith.  This is my viewpoint and will be reflected as we work through this subject. 

I’ve been asked several times in relation to the faith viewpoint about the case of the “Rich Young Ruler.”  

Some who don’t agree with the “faith alone” viewpoint see this encounter between the Lord Jesus 

Christ and this young man as proof that works were part of the salvation program under the Old 

Testament.   

In Matthew 19:16-30, Mark 10:17-31, and Luke 18:18-30 we find a conversation between Jesus and an 

unnamed man regarding eternal life.  In some circles, both within and without denominationalism, it’s 

been discussed because of the differing viewpoints regarding what this passage signifies.  We’ll examine 

the details of the passage, what the passage means, and the implications of understanding it in context. 

We’ll use Mark 10 as the basis for our exegesis.  But we’ll look at the verses in Matthew and Luke in 

order to fully understand the context. 

NOTE:  Some readers may be confused why “Old Testament” salvation is under consideration when our 

passage is in Mark 10.  Going into this could take us into another direction with a detailed explanation.  

It would defeat the point of this article.  So let me just say this – The Old Testament was still in effect at 

the time Mark 10 occurs.  I challenge you to study this out.  Please write to me if you would like a more 

detailed explanation along with resources. 

Two Flavors of Works Belief 

There are basically two views held by those who believe works were required for salvation in the Old 

Testament.  There may be more but for the sake of simplicity, I offer just two here: 

Flavor #1 - People were saved by faith but maintained or kept their salvation through obedience to the 

Law.  If they disobeyed or forsook keeping the Law, they would lose their salvation. 
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Flavor #2 - People were saved when they performed the works of the Law which was an act of faith.  In 

other words, God imputed righteousness when someone believed the message and followed the Law. 

Some see this passage on the "Rich Young Ruler" as confirmation that Jesus demanded works as part of 

the salvation plan under the Old Testament. 

Regardless of whether someone holds Flavor #1 or #2, the view leads you to conclude works are 

required for God to impute righteousness to an unsaved person in the Old Testament.  Those who 

believe Flavor #2 often deny they believe salvation in the Old Testament required works.  On one hand, 

they say faith was always required by God for salvation.  On the other hand, and often in the same 

breath, they state that God required works to be manifested as proof of faith.  They conclude that if a 

person failed to bring forth works it indicated the person was not really saved or will be condemned by 

failing to produce the works.  In various discussions in person and online, it's really hard to nail people 

who hold this view down to a position where they admit believing works played a part in the imputation 

of righteousness for people living under the Old Covenant.  The Apostle Paul tells us in Romans 4:4-5 

works and faith are mutually exclusive systems.  I would expect those who hold to Flavor #2 to hedge a 

bit on the expression and terminology used to define their viewpoint.  But I would prefer we call it as it 

is.  God provides salvation in the Old Testament by faith alone or He doesn't.  Which is it? 

“Following The Law” 

When those who say Old Testament saints were justified from the debt and penalty of sin by “following 

the Law,” they are using a nebulous phrase.  There are several hundred commands in the Mosaic Law.  It 

isn’t unreasonable to ask the question – “Which commandments?”  Did God require obedience to all the 

commandments?  Did God require obedience to just the commands to sacrifice?  Did God require 

obedience to just the moral commandments?  Did God require obedience to the Levitical 

commandments?  Ultimately, the question is answered in James 2:10, “For whosoever shall keep the 

whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.”  Since guilt is pronounced for failure to obey 

one commandment, the logical conclusion is righteousness pronounced for obedience to all the 

commandments.  It’s also important to note that James was written after the death, burial and 

resurrection of the Lord. 

I recently heard a preacher state that people in the previous dispensation did not have eternal life as a 

present possession.  This is a very logical position if works were required for salvation.  A person trying 

to obey the commandments in order to obtain eternal life would never know if they obeyed them 

enough to inherit the Kingdom.  The preacher went so far as to state that Peter and the disciples did not 

know if they had eternal life and would not be assured of it until they entered the Kingdom.  However, I 

find this view hard to believe given the extent of Scripture indicating otherwise.  It’s true that the 

popular viewpoint during the time of Christ is that entry into a promised Kingdom equated to eternal 

life.  It’s also true the Lord taught that there was equivalence between eternal life and entry into the 

Kingdom.  However, there is significant Scriptural evidence that demonstrates He taught believers were 

given eternal life as a present possession. 
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 (John 3:36)  He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son 

shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him. 

 (John 5:24)  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent 

me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. 

 (John 6:47)  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath everlasting life. 

 (John 3:15)  That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. 

 (John 3:16)  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 

believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

 (John 1:12-13)  But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, 

even to them that believe on his name:  Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor 

of the will of man, but of God. 

 (John 10:28)  And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man 
pluck them out of my hand. 
 

None of these verses indicates believers during the earthly ministry of Christ will have eternal or 

everlasting life.  There is nothing future indicated in these verses.  In fact, the Greek indicates the tense 

in these verses as Present Active.  This is basically equivalent to the English present tense.  Furthermore, 

the Lord indicated right after the Rich Young Ruler event in Matthew 19:28 “And Jesus said unto them, 

Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit 

in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”  If 

eternal life wasn’t assured, how could He promise this to His disciples? 

It is contrary to the character and nature of God Himself to treat man with a “carrot and stick” by 

enticing Him into obedience by promising eternal life.  This is not the lesson we find in the account of 

The Rich Young Ruler. 

(Hebrews 11:6)  “But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe 

that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” 

Faith is the only way man can approach God.  Faith is approaching God on God’s terms.  Faith believes 

what God says.  Works is the way man approaches God on man’s terms.  Trusting in works, in part or in 

whole, is unbelief. 

How Did He Become The Rich Young Ruler? 

The Bible doesn’t use the term “Rich Young Ruler” to describe this man.  How did he become known as 

the “Rich Young Ruler?”  In Matthew 19:20, he is described as young: 
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(Matthew 19:20)  “The young man saith unto him, All these things have I kept from my youth up: what 

lack I yet?” 

In Luke, we see this man described as a ruler: 

(Luke 18:18)  “And a certain ruler asked him, saying, Good Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal 

life?” 

The Question 

(Mark 10:17)  “And when he was gone forth into the way, there came one running, and kneeled to 

him, and asked him, Good Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?” 

And when he was gone forth into the way 

“The way” meant the way towards Jerusalem (See Mark 10:32).  The Lord was continuing on his way 

into Judea towards Jerusalem.  In Mark 10:1, we find Jesus on the east side of the Jordan River and will 

eventually enter Jericho.  The Galilean ministry is over.  He is entering into enemy territory ruled by 

Herod Antipas.  He just condemned divorce in teaching the truth about marriage in Mark 10:2-12.  He 

just reproved his disciples for preventing little children (in Luke they are called “infants”) in Mark 10:13-

16. 

…there came one running, and kneeled to him, and asked him, Good Master, what shall I do that I may 

inherit eternal life? 

Obviously, this man was sincere.  He knelt at the feet of Jesus.  The term “Good Master” indicates he has 

a respect for Jesus as a teacher.  But don’t be confused about where his man is in his spirit.  In Matthew 

8:19, the scribes call Jesus “Master.”  In Mark 12:13-14, the Pharisees and the Herodians use this term.  

Don’t get too attached to the idea this man is a believer because of the way He addresses the Lord.  This 

man is seeking an answer to the most important question a person can ask about his own soul.  Perhaps 

a little more light can be gained by looking at the verse in Matthew: 

(Matthew 19:16)  “And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, what good thing shall I do, 

that I may have eternal life?” 

Notice a few important things in this question: 

1) He believes there is life after death.  He accepts eternal life as a fact.   

2) He knows he doesn’t possess eternal life.  The kingdom is for those who repented.  In Matt 10:7, the 

disciples are commissioned to preach the kingdom of heaven is at hand.  This man is obviously 

seeking the kingdom but has not yet found the way.  He is still grappling with his own sense of 

righteousness, his own performance and his own pride. 
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3) He wants to “do” something.  We see in Matthew it is a “good thing” he wants to do to inherit 

eternal life.  He believes he is required to perform a work that would earn him the right to inherit 

everlasting life. 

4) He believes he is capable of earning eternal life. 

5) There is no indication this man understands or believes the gospel of the Kingdom.  If he understood 

the message preached by John the Baptist in Matthew 3, Christ in Matthew 9, and the disciples as 

commissioned in Matthew 10, he would have obeyed the call to repent of his sins and identify 

himself with believing Israel by submitting to water baptism.  

This man is no different than any of us who at one time looked for a religious solution to a spiritual 

problem.  At this point, it’s obvious he is an unbeliever. 

The Lord’s First Answer 

(Mark 10:18)  “And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that 

is, God.” 

At first glance, it seems like Jesus didn’t answer the man’s question.  He was asked how to inherit 

eternal life but His answer sounds like He is deflecting His own claim to sinlessness.  Actually, the Lord is 

answering question.  The first thing this man has to understand is the identity of Jesus. 

Why would Jesus question the assertion of His own goodness?  He is giving the man an answer in His 

question and the next statement.  Let’s look at His statement first.   

there is none good but one, that is, God. 

God alone is good.  God is the standard of all that is good.  God is the ultimate good.  Man is not good.  

David the Psalmist, the writer of Ecclesiastes, and the Apostle Paul agree: 

(Psalms 53:1)  “<To the chief Musician upon Mahalath, Maschil, A Psalm of David.> The fool hath said in 

his heart, There is no God. Corrupt are they, and have done abominable iniquity: there is none that 

doeth good.” 

(Ecclesiastes 7:20)  “For there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not.” 

(Romans 3:12)  “They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none 

that doeth good, no, not one.” 

So now let’s look back at the first part of the statement in the question asked by Jesus. 

Who Is Good? 

(Mark 10:18)  And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, 

God. 
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And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? 

Jesus was demonstrating two things in His question and statement: 

1) The Rich Young Ruler didn’t understand the true concept of goodness. He believed there was 

some inherent good in man.  He didn’t grasp that God is the standard of good and He alone is 

good.  If only God is good, and the man believed Jesus is good, then Jesus must be God!  If Jesus 

is not good, then He is just a man.  The problem is the man didn’t understand or believe God 

alone is good.  As a result, he didn’t grasp that Jesus was God.  But the Rich Young Ruler still 

considered Him good.  He had a casual understanding of good instead of the true standard of 

good only found in the character of God Himself.  This shows us the Rich Young Ruler didn’t 

believe man (including himself) was depraved and incapable of good. 

2) Besides not understanding the deity of Christ and the depravity of man, the Rich Young Ruler 

didn’t believe Jesus was the Messiah.  There is no indication he thought Jesus was the Christ.  

The essence and substance of the Kingdom gospel was belief in the Messiah and His coming 

Kingdom. 

The Messiahship of Jesus was apparent to those who had faith.  If the Rich Young Ruler truly had the 

faith of a child, he would have rejoiced as Andrew did: 

(John 1:41)  “He first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the Messias, 

which is, being interpreted, the Christ.” 

If he had believed the Scriptures, he would have believed as Philip: 

(John 1:45)  “Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We have found him, of whom Moses in the 

law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 

His miracles declared Who He was for all Israel to believe.  The Scriptures declare Who He is: 

(John 20:31)  “But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and 

that believing ye might have life through his name.” 

We even find in the Jewish epistles the declaration: 

(1 John 5:1)  “Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him 

that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him.” 

Although he was very sincere, the Rich Young Ruler had a problem with faith.  In his sincerity, he still 

believed he could do something to earn eternal life.  Jesus was teaching him that his self-righteousness 

was standing in the way of appreciating Who was the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 
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Keep The Commandments 

In order to get a little more light, let’s look at Matthew again where we find another part of the answer 

to the Rich Young Ruler’s question not recorded in Mark. 

(Matthew 19:17)  “And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, 

God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.” 

but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments. 

This is the crux of the disagreement regarding this passage.  Before we enter into the passage, it’s 

important to agree on the literalness of the passage.  Those who hold to a works-included program for 

eternal life in the Old Testament tend to believe those who hold to a faith-alone position do not believe 

this passage should be taken literally.  I want to make it clear that this presumption is simply not true.  

This passage should be understood literally, word for word.  So that leaves us with the disagreement 

centering on the context. 

…but if thou wilt enter into life 

“Life” in this context goes back to the man’s question:  eternal life.  Jesus is about to reach down into his 

heart and challenge everything he believes about attaining eternal life. 

…keep the commandments. 

Before we consider this, let’s re-establish what we already know about the situation: 

1) The man is looking to earn eternal life by doing something. 

2) The man doesn’t believe Jesus is the Messiah. 

3) The man is an unbeliever who hasn’t accepted the gospel of the Kingdom. 

Why would Jesus respond to an unsaved man’s question about eternal life by telling him to do 

something?  Even more disturbing, why would Jesus tell this man to do something that has been 

impossible for every man since the commandments were given to Moses?  No one could ever keep the 

commandments perfectly enough to earn eternal life.  Doesn’t it sound like the Lord is setting this man 

up for failure?  That’s exactly what He’s doing! 

Remember the purpose of the Law is two-fold: 

1) To regulate the life of Israel as a sanctified nation. 

2) To point out sin and bring people to the realization they need salvation outside of themselves. 

The Lord answers the Rich Young Ruler’s question with precision.  He is saying in essence “if you want to 

earn eternal life, then you must keep the Law.”  There is nothing inconsistent or incorrect in His answer.  
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Although the man is sincere, he’s sincerely wrong about how to receive eternal life.  He’s functioning on 

the basis of the information he’s been taught his whole life.  Paul tells us what was going on at that time 

in Israel: 

(Romans 10:3)  “For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own 

righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.” 

The fact is, the Rich Young Ruler needs to change his mind about his own identity and capacity to be 

righteous before God.  Although he approaches Jesus with a sincere heart, Jesus is about to open up 

that heart to show him the identity of his real god. 

Bases Covered? 

(Mark 10:19)  “Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, 

Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father and mother.” 

Immediately after Jesus tells the Rich Young Ruler to keep the commandments in order to inherit eternal 

life, the Rich Young Ruler asks a logical question in Matthew 19:18 – which commandments? 

(Matthew 19:17)  “And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, 

God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.”   

(Matthew 19:18)  “He saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not 

commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness,” 

Jesus runs down a list of commandments taken from the Ten Commandments found in Exodus 20.  But 

notice He doesn’t tell the man to follow all ten.  He only gives him six commandments.  Why these 

commandments?  These are the commands describing how people are to relate to one another.  The 

sins listed – adultery, murder, stealing, bearing false witness, defrauding, honoring father and mother – 

are all about issues between people.  You can see they are the commands that provide God’s view on 

man’s relationships. 

It’s just as important to notice the four commandments omitted are the commands regarding people 

relating to God: 

(Exodus 20:3)  “Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” 

(Exodus 20:4)  “Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in 

heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth:” 

(Exodus 20:7)  “Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold 

him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.” 

(Exodus 20:8)  “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.” 
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The Rich Young Ruler didn’t think he had a problem because he viewed himself as righteous before 

mankind.  This is what he thought gave him the capacity to earn eternal life.  The Lord was going to 

show him the truth about his righteousness and his incapacity to earn God’s acceptance. 

(Mark 10:20)  “And he answered and said unto him, Master, all these have I observed from my youth.” 

The testimony of the Rich Young Ruler was he “observed” these six commandments.  The Lord was only 

dealing with the six that pertained to love between people.  Four were left out which related to love for 

God.  This man felt he had sufficiently followed these six commandments.  He knew there was 

something missing because we see in the Matthew account some additional information. 

(Matthew 19:20)  “The young man saith unto him, All these things have I kept from my youth up: what 

lack I yet?” 

“What lack I yet” indicates he was at a loss for understanding what else needed to be done to inherit 

eternal life.  The word lack comes from the Greek word hustereo which Vines’ defines as “to come or be 

behind.”  He was wondering where he failed to measure up because he certainly felt he hadn’t failed on 

these.  In other words, the Rich Young Ruler felt he had the “bases covered” on the six commandments!   

Jesus Loved Him 

(Mark 10:21)  “Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy 

way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and 

come, take up the cross, and follow me.” 

Then Jesus beholding him loved him 

The gaze of the Righteous Sovereign, Ruler of the universe, King of Creation, fell on this man.  This man 

just proclaimed his own righteousness before God Himself.  And Jesus loved him!  Do you understand 

the significance of this?  Does this impact you?  Think on it for awhile.  Let it sink in.  Man tells God he is 

righteous in his own self.  But God saw man and loved him.  In spite of everything man had done, God 

still loved him.  I need this thought in my daily life and so do you.   

Why would Jesus love this man?  Did he love him because he “said” he kept the six commandments?  

Does God’s love commend the obedience of man?  Does God’s love demonstrate itself because man 

performs good works?  Absolutely not!  If Jesus loved this man because of his obedience or even his 

sincerity, it would impugn the character and integrity of God.  Everything about the righteousness and 

holiness of God would be destroyed if there was something within man that could sneak through these 

guardians of his character and cause God to love man.  Jesus loved this man because He chose to love 

him.  Jesus saw this man as a lost sinner in need of salvation.  These are the people God chooses to love!  

Let’s not pretend we understand it.  Let’s not proclaim we know what it means.  Let’s just agree to 

accept what God chooses to do in His grace. 
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(Matthew 9:12)  “But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They that be whole need not a 

physician, but they that are sick.”   

(Matthew 9:13)  “But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am 

not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 

Why would the Lord even talk with this man if He didn’t regard him as a “sick” person who needed to 

repent? 

(Luke 19:10)  “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” 

Israel was a lost nation full of lost people.  The Rich Young Ruler wasn’t an exception.  He was a typical 

representative of the way people thought about earning potential of good works in the sight of God. 

One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have 

treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me. 

Once again, the Lord directly answers the man’s question.  What did he lack?  Jesus gave him two terms: 

1. Give up his idol – money 

2. Submit to the persecution that comes from being a disciple – take up the cross. 

Obviously these terms weren’t the details of the Kingdom gospel.  These two things were designed to 

show this man his real heart and his real need.  He was pursuing salvation on his own terms and not 

God’s terms.   

Too Much To Lose 

(Mark 10:22)  “And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved: for he had great possessions.” 
 
Two things we should note about the Lord’s response: 

1. He used the Law as it was meant to be used: to point out sin.  The Law is like a mirror.  The 

mirror doesn’t clean off dirt.  It shows the dirt.  In this case, the fact the Rich Young Ruler was 

unwilling to help the poor demonstrated his disobedience to the command to love his neighbor.  

Love is the operative motive in the Kingdom.  This man was shown by the Lord that he missed 

the mark and was nowhere near obtaining eternal life.  Some tend to think this man was very 

close to inheriting eternal life.  The reality is his guilt in one point of the Law indicated he failed 

in all of it.  He was not nearly the righteous man he thought he was. 

2. He hit the man right where his heart was: in his wallet.  Jesus didn’t need to address the 

additional four commandments pertaining to man’s relationship with God.  It was already 

apparent that wealth was this man’s god.  In Mark he went away “grieved” while in Matthew he 

was “sorrowful.”  Luke gives even more information on the intensity of this man’s sadness 
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where we see he was “very sorrowful.”  He realized at this point he wasn’t as righteous as he 

thought he was.  He came to Jesus thinking he “had what it took” and left realizing he couldn’t 

“measure up.”   

This is one of the saddest encounters in the gospels.  It was one of the only times someone went away 

from Jesus worse than when he came.  His love for wealth was stronger than his love for God.  The faith 

he so desperately needed to put in the Lord was misplaced in his own wealth.  Misplaced faith was a 

consistent problem in Israel.  The Pharisees loved their religion and the Rich Young Ruler loved his 

wealth.  The price of placing faith in the Messiah was too great for this man.  He believed he had too 

much to lose.  It reminds me of an old Christian song where one of the verses says: 

You think you have so much 

You have so much to lose 

You think you have no lack 

When you’re really destitute 

Petra, Rose Colored Stain Glass Windows 

 

Conclusion 

It should be obvious by this point what the Lord was doing in his conversation with the Rich Young Ruler.  

He wasn’t telling this man the only thing left to “do” to inherit eternal life was follow the 

commandments.  Rather, the Lord was using the commandment to reveal the real heart condition of 

this man.  Every person in every dispensation must come to a place where they recognize their real 

need.  Every person must come to a place where they believe they are what God says they are:  a lost 

sinner.  Only then can anyone be in a position to believe Who God is – the Provider of eternal life. 

A little while later in Mark 10, we see a striking contrast to the Lord’s encounter with the Rich Young 

Ruler.  Compare the encounter with the Rich Young Ruler with the encounter with blind Bartimaeus in 

Mark 10:46-52. 

Rich Young Ruler Blind Bartimaeus 

Regarded Jesus as a “Good Master” – Mark 

10:17 

Regarded Jesus as “Lord” – Matthew 20:30 

He had great possessions – Mark 10:22 He was a beggar – Mark 10:46 

He could see but didn’t recognize who Jesus 

was (Good Master) – Mark 10:17 

He was blind but recognized the true identity of Jesus 

(thou Son of David) – Mark 10:47-48 

A rich man unwilling to give up his possessions 

– Matthew 19:22 

A poor man willing to give up everything he had – 

Mark 10:50 



Old Testament Salvation and The Rich Young Ruler 

Glen J. Caneel 

12 

 

Rich Young Ruler Blind Bartimaeus 

A man who believed he was righteous – Mark 

10:20 

A man who believed he needed mercy – Mark 10:47-

48 

Went away from Jesus still blind to eternal life 

– Mark 10:22 

Received his sight and followed Jesus – Mark 10:52 

Left Jesus sad – Mark 10:22 Followed Jesus glorifying God- Luke 18:43 

Jesus had compassion – Mark 10:21 Jesus had compassion – Matthew 20:34 

Did not have faith – wanted to “do” An example of faith – not asked to give up anything 

 

We see two pictures of Israel in these two men.  The Rich Young Ruler is a picture of the state of those 

who were ruling Israel at that time.  They trusted in their religion and their wealth more than they were 

willing to trust in the Lord.  Blind Bartimaeus believed Jesus was the Messiah and was willing to give up 

trusting in anything he owned.  He was at the end of himself.  He was a picture of the little flock who 

inherited the Kingdom of Heaven. 

One man shows how a works-based mind thinks about eternal life.  One shows us how faith operates.  

One shows us the unwillingness of Israel’s rulers.  One shows us the heart of the true disciple during the 

earthly ministry of Christ. 

Those who interpret this encounter as the Lord’s endorsement of an Old Testament soul salvation that 

includes works miss the point entirely.  God’s integrity in His being is unchanged in every dispensation.  

While the message changes over time, faith is always the approach.  The Holiness of God demands we 

have a higher view of His nature and character than man’s performance could possible commend.  The 

Righteousness of God demands our acceptance by Him is only on the basis of His righteousness.  The 

Justice of God demands those who stand righteous before Him are present on the basis of His provision. 

Praise the Lord for His eternal life paid for on the cross and provided to those who choose to believe His 

message in time past, the present and the age to come! 


